
The Shabbos before Purim is called Parshas Zachor. Now on this Shabbos 
we read Parshas Zachor, which is actually a mitzvas asei d’Oraisa to read the 
Parsha of Amalek, which is found at the end of Parshas Ki Seitzei, and it’s a 
mitzvah remembering what Amalek tried to do to us. 

There are a couple of questions that can be asked. First of all, when we 
have  something bad that happens to us, or even something bad that could 
have happened to us, even if it didn’t end up happening, we would pay any 
money in the world that we should forget about it. Now generally that’s not 
the case, we remember it forever, but if it would be up to us, we would want 
to forget it. So why is it so important that we remember what amalek tried 
to do to us?

 Second of all, why is it something that we we read every single year and 
it’s read the Shabbos before Purim? What does this have to do with Purim? 
now obviously in the Purim story we have Haman, and Haman is a descen-
dant of Amalek, but maybe there’s something more than just the fact that he 
was a descendant of Amalek as a reason for why we read Parshas Zachor 
the Shabbos before Purim. So let’s analyze  Amalek a little more.  The Pasuk 
says in Parshas Ki Seitzei “זכור את אשר עשה לך עמלק- remember what Amalek 
did to you. And then the following pasuk says asher karcha baderech,- that 
they happened upon you on the way. 

Rashi on that passuk brings a mashal. That you have a very hot bath that 
everyone’s too scared to go into, and one person goes in and he cools it off 
for the other people. Now not just physically cools it off, but now everyone 
sees this person going into the water theyre not as scared of going into the 
hot water. So that’s what Amalek did to Klal Yisrael in the eyes of the world. 
They created a situation that now people weren’t necessarily afraid of start-
ing up with Klal Yisrael. 

Up until klal Yisrael left mitzrayim they weren’t in the best situation per-
sonally and in the eyes of the world. They were slaves to paroh for 210 years, 
they weren’t looked at by the world as any special nation. When they left 
mitzrayim they were on top of the world in all areas Hashem was on their 
side they got all the spoils from mitzrayim, They had a lot going for them. 

 It is well known that the numerical value of the word Amalek is the same 
as the word safek. What did they bring to the world? They brought to the 
Jewish people a situation of safek, doubt. Now why was that? So I believe 
the reason is because Klal Yisrael came out of Mitzrayim, and they thought 
they were untouchable, Hashem is on our side and Hashem is always going 
to be there for us, nobody’s going to even try to start up with us. And what 
happened? Amalek came and started up with them. 

And then Klal Yisrael started doubting themselves, maybe we’re not so 
worthy of everything that’s coming our way. So Klal Yisrael essentially start-
ed doubting their own self in terms of who they really are. So now the ques-
tion is, what does this have to do with Purim, and obviously besides the 
fact that Haman was a descendant of Amalek, what why does this connect 
directly to Purim? So we know that in Purim, we accepted the torah me’aha-
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THE YOM TOV SHENI K’HILCHASO
In the winter of 1958, Rabbi Yerachmiel Fried was born in 

Indianapolis, Indiana to irreligious parents who were Holocaust 
survivors. His family attended an orthodox synagogue, but 
otherwise were completely inobservant and unaffiliated with 
religious Judaism. He was very interested in becoming a med-
ical doctor, a career he felt he had the patience for, and was 
a champion level ping-pong player. However, while he was a 
teenager, his shul hired a new rabbi who established an NCSY 
program in the shul as an outlet for teens to connect to Yid-
dishkeit. Since his friends had joined the program, Rabbi Fried 
joined as well. He enjoyed the moving Shabbos weekends, and 
appreciated seeing an unadulterated joy at being Jewish.

Around that time, Rabbi Fried read and was very inspired 
by Chaim Potok’s book “The Chosen”, and chose a new path, 
transferring to the Yeshiva of the South in Memphis, Tennessee 
to learn more about Judaism. However, after only one year, the 
yeshiva’s dormitory burned down in a fire, and after this alarm-
ing event, under pressure from his parents, he returned home 
and back to public school.

Shortly thereafter, he received a call from one of his Mem-
phis rebbeim, who, realizing that Rabbi Fried really did yearn 
to continue his studies in a yeshiva, asked him, “Are you a man 
or a mouse?”. His attention drawn by the question, Rabbi Fried 
thought about it and then responded, “Well, I’m certainly not 
a mouse”. He had a discussion with his parents, and upon re-
ceiving their approval, joined the Skokie Yeshiva in Chicago and 
then to the Brisk yeshiva (also in Chicago). It was at that time 
that he made the commitment and became completely obser-
vant.

Afterward, he deferred a full scholarship for a pre-med pro-
gram to go learn in Israel in ITRI, and the one-year operation 
quickly turned into 16 years. While learning there, he devel-
oped a close relationship with Rav Tzvi Kushelevsky. After-
wards, he learned in the Mir. 

Besides for Rav Tzvi Kushelevsky, Rabbi Fried also developed 
close relationships with Rav Wolbe and Rav Moshe Shapiro. 
However, Rabbi Fried is best known for his close relationship 
with Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach. This unique relationship 
began when Rabbi Fried, encouraged by Rav Shmuel Fuerst, 
arranged with Rav Shlomo Zalman’s gabbai to drive home Rav 
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vah as opposed to Har Sinai which we said na’aseh v’nishmah, we’ll do, meaning we 
were kind of forced to take the Torah, but by Purim, Klal Yisrael re-accepted the Torah 
me’ahavah and that’s when there was a shift of focus of some sort from תורה שבכתב 
to תורה שבעל פה.

 What’s Torah Shebe’al Peh about? Torah Shebe’al Peh is about reading what the 
pasuk says, obviously the written law which no one argues on and kind of internaliz-
ing it and coming out with your own explanation of it. Now coming out with your own 
explanation of it is something that has to be absolute.Something that Chazal were 
sure about in terms of their interpretation of what the Torah meant. And accepting 
the Torah me’ahavah is also a similar idea because it’s not just na’aseh v’nishmah that 
we’ll just do without even knowing, we know what it is and we want to do it, meaning 
we were fully aware of what we were accepting. 

And that is the biggest counter to what Amalek stood for. Amalek stood for cre-
ating doubt by Klal Yisrael by them doubting themselves. So Torah Shebe’al Peh 
counters any doubt. Torah Shebe’al Peh is the most not doubt, even though there 
are arguments amongst different opinions, but each side is very strong in what they 
believe and what they hold and they’re 100% certain that they are right. What came 
out of the Purim story is the Jewish people re-accepting the Torah me’ahavah is going 
complete opposite of what Amalek tried to bring to the Jewish people, is that point 
of doubt. 

So that is why specifically we want to read this before Purim to say what did 
Amalek stood  for: doubt. And then Purim comes the following week and as the result 
of the Purim story was now we stand for is absolute, being 100% confident in our 
commitment to Torah and our understanding of Torah. And that is the connection 
between reading Amalek specifically and the Purim story. Have a good Shabbos. 
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Shlomo Zalman after first seder once a week. This allowed to him to steer many 
hours of conversation with the gadol hador, a unique opportunity. Rabbi Fried 
spent much time with Rav Shlomo Zalman and grew extremely close to him, 
and eventually received Semicha ordination from Rav Shlomo Zalman as well. 
Rabbi Fried eventually wrote the sefer Ma’adanei Shlomo, a sefer about the 
different hanhagos and psakim of Rav Shlomo Zalman.

After about 20 years living in Bayit V’Gan, Rabbi Fried moved to Dallas, Tex-
as, in 1992, to found and run a Kollel. The stakes were high, starting a kollel in 
then empty of Torah Texas, but Kollel flourished under Rabbi Fried’s leadership, 
and became known for its highly successful kiruv program, which has been 
drawn in hundreds of Baalei teshuva. Rabbi Fried became heavily involved in 
gittin and geirus, and was well-known as an expert in those areas. 

He was also well known for the way he developed connections and close 
relationships with the many people who asked him questions about Judaism. 
Rather than answering questions over the phone, Rabbi Fried took the time 
so sit down and talk with those people and get to know them, tabling some of 
the other things his busy schedule entailed. This allowed him to give a better 
informed and more personalized response, explanation, or psak to those who 
were interested in hearing his wisdom.

After about 32 years in Dallas, Rabbi Fried moved back to Israel, where he 
opened another Kollel in Ramat Beit Shemesh. Besides for Ma’adanei Shlo-
mo, Rabbi Fried has authored several kuntresim and seforim including Yom Tov 
Sheini K’Hilchaso, for which he is most noted, as well as a sefer on geirus and a 
kuntress highlighting the most important Rambans on the parsha. To this day, 
he is still bound to his work on several other seforim.

Although no longer in Dallas, the difference Rabbi Fried made is still notice-
able and absence is plainly visible. Rabbi Fried has a legacy of extensive Torah 
knowledge (particularly in matters pertaining to Halacha), extreme caring, true 
leadership, and endless puns. His birthday is the 21st of Adar. [Credits: Anon-
ymous sources]  
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That according one opin-
ion in the Gemara, Haman 
Harasha had 208 sons. 

(Megilla 15b)

That when Achashveirosh got 
upset at Haman and wanted to 

kill him, Eliyahu Hanavi appeared in 
the form of Charvona and gave the ad-

vice to hang Haman on the gallows that 
he made for Mordechai. (Pirkei D’Rebbi 
Eliezer). Based off of this, this is why we 
say “V’gam Charvona Zachur Latov”, be-
cause whenever we talk about Eliyahu 
Hanavi we always mention “Zachur Latov” 
(Hagahos Maimoni Perek 1 Ois 7)

That the gematria of “Arur 
Haman” and “Baruch Mor-
dechai” is the same- 502.

That the dream that kept 
Achashveirosh up at night, 
was that Haman was go-
ing to kill him? (Pirkei D’Rebbi 
Eliezer)

2

4

1

3

PURIM

PARSHA PIX SOURCE
פרק כח פסוק לג רשי ״רמוני״

A resolution passed by the 
Texas House of Representatives 
selecting Rabbi Fried as an out-
standing community leader and 
congratulating him on the publi-
cation of his sefer Yom Tov Sheni 
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PURIM TORAH
 There is a bavuste Ramban in Parshas Chayei Sara that once you’re
ינֶיֶהָָ וַַתֵּּרֶֶא  שָּׂׂא רִִבְְקָָה אֶֶת ֵעֵ me’ayin into it, appears deeply shver. The pasuk says “וַַּתִּ
 Rivka lifted her eyes, saw Yitzchak, and fell off her — ”הַַגָּמָָּל עֵַַמֵל   פֹּלּ  וַַּתִּ יִצְְִחָָק  אֶֶת 
הֶֶּצְְעֵַַנֵ —  ֹמֹד בְּ דֶֶּרֶֶךְ מוּסַַר הַַנָּשִּׁׁים לַַעֲֲ תָָׂה כְּ camel (Bereishis 24:64). The Ramban says עָָשְׂ
 she did as was ethically proper for women, and she dismounted b’tznius. And
 I want you to really think about this Ramban, because there is a very simple
 question. If you found yourself needing to sneak through the back of a beis
 medrash — people are learning, you don’t want to disturb anyone — what is
 the most tzniusdik way of doing it? Do you carefully and quietly walk through
 the back, making sure you’re not disturbing anyone? Or do you fall off the
 would not be to wildly הַַנָּשִּׁׁים  מוּסַַר  דֶֶּרֶֶךְ  כְּ  back of a camel? It’s pashut that the
 a bomb kasha on the Ramban ,נלע”ד.fall off a camel. This is not iberflechlich

To answer it, there’s a crucial mareh makom in Brachos 26b we have to 
see.
 The Gemara dortin over there establishes that the Avos were mechadesh
 the daily tefilos. Avraham Avinu invented Shachris. Yitzchak Avinu invented
 Mincha. Yaakov Avinu invented Maariv. The ra’aya for Yitzchak comes directly
 Bereishis 24:63). That was( ”דֶֶׂה לִִפְְנוֹת עָָרֶֶב from our pasukim: וַַ“יֵֵּצֵא יִצְְִחָָק לָָשׂוּחַַ ּבַּשָּׂ
.the first Mincha ever davened in human history

Shtellzichfohr and things become crystal clear. Eliezer had spent the entire 
journey telling Rivka she was being set up with a top guy. Best guy in BMG. 
She excitedly packs up her house, she’s about to change her entire life, move, 
get married. Then she finally meets the guy, it’s twenty-five minutes before 
shkiah, and he’s standing in a field in tallis and tefillin!? Now remember that 
there is no such thing as Mincha yet. So of course, Rivka thought he was 
davening Shachris. The amount of shock that must have gone through her 
system when she realized that her chassan — this allegedly top guy — was 
davening Shacharis twenty-five minutes before shkiah. And in shock, she fell 
off her camel.

This explanation is, however, complicated by a well-known vort.
 A mekor is brought down as a ra’aya that Yaakov Avinu wore a shtreimel,
 Yaakov went out from Beer חָָרָָנָהָ” —  וַַיֵּלֶֶּךְ  בַַׁשֶׁע   ר  מִִבְֵּאֵּ ֹקֹב  יַעֲֲַ א  “וַַיֵֵּצֵ  from the pasuk
 Sheva (Bereishis 28:10). Yankiv Avini, furshtaytzach, couldn’t have walked
.outside without a shtreimel. So, mus zayn, he wore a shtreimel

There is a glaring question to ask on this yesodisdik mareh makom. In the 
beginning of Parshas Vayetze, Yaakov Avinu was single. What single bochur 
wears a shtreimel? This is an absolute pliah. It’s a very shtarke kasha and it 
kept me up for many nights. Chasdei Hashem, I was zocheh to kum tzu a 
teirutz. There is only one kind of single person who wears a shtreimel, and 
that is a Rebbe’s einikl. The grandson of the Rebbe. Veystdachois, Avraham 
Avinu was a Rebbe.

Al yidei this, everything is klohr. Rivka wasn’t being told she was being 
set up with Yitzchak, the best guy in Shem n’ Eiver’s — she was being set up 
with Yitzchak, the Rebbe’s son. And Rebbes being how they are, all things 
considered, it’s really not so crazy that the guy was araingutohn with hachu-
nis all day and only got to the actual tefilla twenty-five minutes before shkiah. 
If anything, this would be a divrei shvach in the eyes of Rivka. So we’re back 
to our original kasha. There’s no reason she should have fallen off her camel.

 A pohr yuhrin tzurik, one of my chaveirim had a mechudishdike mehalech
 to be masbir this sugya. He taynad, maybe she was using the camel as a
mechitza? This, grada, is not as far-fetched as it sounds. The Gemara in Suk-
 kah 23a brings down a tzad that you can use a live animal as the walls of a
sukkah. And the Gemara paskens that legabei a tied-up elephant, כו”ע לא פליגי 
 the sukkah is kosher — since even if the elephant dies, the dead body still
 stands ten tefachim high. The tzushtell to mechitza is pashut. K’fi this, Rivka
 wasn’t falling in shock at all. She was using the camel as a mechitza so as not
.to be me’akev Yitzchak Avinu’s tefillos. A beautiful teirutz

Climbing
But immediately a kasha presents itself. L’halacha, if you’re 

not in a makom that is shtelled avek as a beis knesses, there’s 
no chiyuv mechitza. At a shiva house, for example, ideally the 
women should separate themselves to the side, but there’s no 
obligation for a mechitza. So what exactly was Rivka doing, 
and why did she need the camel to do it?

 And here, lichoira, is where we begin to see the true gadlus
 of Rivka Imeinu. The Gemara in Brachos 8a teaches from Reish
ן  ֵכֵׁשָׁ לֵּּל נִקְְִרָָא  ם לְְהִִתְְּפַּ ינוֹ נִכְְִנָסָ ׁשָׁ עִִּירוֹ וְְֵאֵ יֵּשּׁ לוֹ בֵּּית הַַכְּּנֶסֶֶֶת בְּ Lakish that: ּכָּל מִִי ׁשֶׁ
 whoever has a beis knesses in his city and doesn’t daven — רַַע
 there is called a shachein ra, an evil neighbor. And not only
 that, but he causes galus for himself and his children. Tell me,
where was Yitzchak Avinu davening? Not in the shul, the pa-
 suk says he was basadeh. Rivka understood that if she could
 shaf a chalois din beis knesses onto this field, she could save
 Yitzchak Avinu from being called a shachein ra and bringing
galus on their future children. This was k’mat haztalas nefash-
 os! That is why she needed the camel. That is why
 simply walking quietly to the side wouldn’t have
.done it

Now, l’ma’aseh, research shows that a crouching camel 
stands approximately four feet off the ground. Which, as it 
turns out, would just barely qualify as a valid mechitza…. ac-
cording to Rav Soloveitchik. But if you know one thing about 
Chassidim, it is that they most certainly do not pasken like Rav 
Soloveitchik when it comes to mechitzos. The Chassidishe 
shittos hold a minimum of six feet. Our crouching camel, at 
four feet, isn’t b’chlal in the same conversation.

But wait, ken zayn we’ve been wrong this whole time. 
Maybe Avraham Avinu wasn’t Chassidish. And in fact, we can 
bring a pretty good ra’aya for this: Avraham Avinu did kiruv. 
Who ever heard of a Chassid who does kiruv? If Avraham 
wasn’t Chassidish, then Yitzchak wasn’t necessarily Chas-
sidish either, the Chassidishe shittos don’t apply, and the 
crouching camel is a perfectly valid mechitza.

I used this mehalech for many years. But then this kasha 
came roaring back when I read the Artscroll biography of Rav 
Yitzchok Duvid Grossman, the chassidishe kiruv powerhouse 
of Migdal Haemek. Ufen ort, my entire svara was shlugged up. 
Avraham Avinu was takeh Chassidish, as proven by his shtre-
imel, and mimayla the camel is too short for a mechitza. I sat 
with this kasha for a long time. In the end I had no choice but 
to throw up my hands and say, like R’ Akiva Eiger, Hashem 
Yaeir Einai.

Then, just this year, I was zocheh to a flash of siyata dish-
maya.

This gantze sefer Bereishis took place before Mattan Torah! 
Hilchos mechitza as we know it had not yet been given. There-
fore, what Rivka was doing was nohr a stam a zecher l’mechit-
za, and memeila she was able to be soimech soimechet on 
the da’as hameikilin! This is mamish megale the gadlus of the 
Imahos, going lifnim mishuras hadin even before the din itself 
existed!
 And with this, we see b’hechrech the klohrkeit and sheer
 brilliance of the Ramban. Because what else could the
 Ramban have meant by tznius? Not simple modesty that you
 could have had by walking quietly. Not a simple stepping to
 the side during tefillah because for that you don’t need the
 camel. The only pshat in the Ramban that is meyashev alleh
 shverkeitin is that the tznius of Rivka Imaneinu was how
 she immediately chapped on and quietly made this zecher
 l’mechitza, b’makom she’ein boi chiyuv, lifnim mishuras hadin,
 fahr Mattan Torah. There was no fanfare, no applause. Just
 the role model for Nashim Tzidkanios for all the doros to
 These carefully cheshboned . ְדֶֶרֶֶךְ מוּסַַר הַַנָּשִּׁׁים� follow acting as
 tzedadim were clearly the hava aminos that the Ramban was
 bavorning with just a few, carefully written words! You have
 to understand the endless depths that drip from every word
 of the heilige rishonim. Iy”h we should all be zocheh to see it
in every sugya we learn.  
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