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WALK THE TALK

As we enter 171 190 and the operation of the pwn one
significant question remains at the conclusion of nnw 2oo:
Did 1121 nwn contribute materially toward the jown?

The w71 quotes a oo in “Hwn:

ny7-onew Tpf 931 0011927 271 w0- “There are gold and pre-
cious jewels; most valuable is wise expression”. The Mid-
rash elaborates: There are gold, referring to the donations
of the masses, and precious jewels, referencing the final
donation provided by the o°&w1; most valuable though is
the wise expression provided by 1127 nwn. The wam con-
cludes and this is hinted to by the opening =9% X7 109
TR Ty 2R IR A 02T Y.

The Pwnw v71 elucidates, based on a second wn7n, that
1°27 nwn was despondent, presuming he had not contrib-
uted physically toward the construction project. The open-
ing P09 of the nwno was 1i”’s reassurance that 7wn provided
the ultimate gift.

Which detail indicates the value of 1227 nwn’s speech?
The word KX%! Many times in wnIn the word anR> is precur-
sor that the upcoming information should be shared with
others for their benefit. pwnw v1 elaborates that during the
construction 121 nwn spent his time coaching the 2% *nom,
those with an inherent desire to master the craftsman-
ship necessary to build the vessels, and the artisanship to
design the clothing and curtains. He would share all the
details necessary to ensure the building and design were
“code compliant” in every aspect. This concept is further
hinted to in >7po nw1o each time the Torah reiterates “wx>
own nR oMy - “as 7’ commanded “iwn. Whatever details
were revealed to him, nwn shared, communicated and mo-
tivated the work.

continued on page 3 >>>
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CHAS V'SHALOM

Someone recently approached me and
asked what is saying 0i?% on (chas v’sha-
lom) supposed to accomplish and where is
the source for this?

The most probable answer is that it
seems likely that it serves as a prayer that
bad things do not occur.

Rabbi Eliyahu Bachur (1469 -1549) in
his Sefer Hatishby writes that every Bibli-
cal instance of 72°%n is translated in Targum
as on. In response to Yosef’s steward’s ac-
cusation that they stole the goblet, Yosef’s
brothers say: --1%% 18

IWYD T2 09700 ;PRI 020372 1K 03T Y
70 7372

Note that the use of this term is not uni-
versal among Jews / Hebrew speakers. For
example, a very common term among Jews
from the Sephardic diaspora, for the same
purposes, is Bar Minan (j°n 12)

One of the first times we have this used
is a famous Gemara in Maseches Shabbos
Daf 138B.

mONWNW 27T O IR ORAY 2 WA 27 XN
WATA WA K? 9 MR ORI 770

(The same exact wording is also used by
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai in Maseches Bava
Metzia Daf 85B) a

CANDLE LIGHTING EARLY 6:23 ON TIME 7:20

SHABBOS ENDS: 8:24 RABEINU TAM 8:52




HIGHE

DAYENU?

The highlight of Seder Night is Dayenu. Its fast-
paced melody is a family favorite. But far more
importantly, it serves as the thematic capstone on
the evening, crystallizing our feelings of gratitude
that have been developing throughout the night
into a step-by-step recognition of all that Hashem
has done for us.

And yet, when assessing the individual stanzas,
it looks rather perplexing. Take perhaps the most
famous oddity. Had Hashem taken us to Sinai,
but not given us the Torah, would that have been
enough?

Rav Yaakov Ettlinger, in Minchas Ani, offers that
the split in Dayenu parallels two different actions
that occurred at Sinai.

The pasuk in Shemos (24:7) quotes the Jewish
people saying “Na’aseh v’Nishma — We will do
and we will listen.” The Gemara in Shabbos 88
records the famous Midrash that the moment Klal
Yisrael uttered that phrase, angels placed two
crowns on the head of each member of the Jewish
people. This would seem to be when the elevation
from a people to a people under God occurred.

That same Gemara records a drasha from Re-
ish Lakish. Why does the pasuk in Bereishis say
yom ha-shishi with an extra heh, when the other
days lack it? He answers that the “heh” references
a different sixth day because Hashem established
a condition for creation: if Bnei Yisrael accepts the
Torah on the sixth of Sivan, the world survives; if
not, it collapses back into chaos.

The Gemara argues whether the sixth was the
day that the Torah was given. We rule like R’ Yosi
that the Torah was given on the seventh. Rashi
explains that Na'aseh v'Nishma took place on the
sixth, before the giving of the Torah on the sev-
enth. This means that the condition of ha-shishi
was fulfilled by Klal Yisrael's commitment alone,
before a word of Torah was given!

The Aruch Laner goes further, showing from this
drasha that a deep connection exists between the
two-step structure of Sinai and creation. Just as

RABBI YOSEF CHAIM PINKUS

the world was created on the sixth day but only
fully consecrated on the seventh with Shabbos,
so too at Sinai, the relationship between the Jews
and Hashem was established on the sixth of Siv-
an with Na’'aseh v’'Nishma, and the Torah
followed, confirming it, on the seventh.

This is the pshat in Dayenu. When it splits the
Sinai saga into two halves, one of simply show-
ing up, and one of getting the Torah, the first half
is Na’'aseh v’Nishma which was its own tremen-
dously valuable moment, confirming the world’s
creation, and building Klal Yisrael’s relationship to
Hashem. That is worth celebrating.

But, what is it about the phrase “We will do and
we will listen” that is so singular?

The Akeidas Yitzchak explains that the word
nishma here is not simply a phrase of mere lis-
tening. He points to Migdal Bavel, where the
word vayishme'u— normally translated as “they
heard” means that “they understood” one anoth-
er's speech. Here too, the meaning of the word
nishma means “we will understand.” The phrase
more accurately should be rendered, “We will do,
and we will then understand.”

The Jewish people were unearthing and com-
mitting themselves to a deep philosophical truth.
Understanding often comes after action and the
experience gained via that immersion. This cuts
to the core of the Torah, as the pasuk says “the
chukim you will do, and the mishpatim you will
guard.” The mishpatim are straightforward and
understandable, and therefore we guard them.
The chukim, by contrast, we simply do, and per-
haps understanding will come later. One cannot
live Jewishly by simply doing mishpatim. We need
chukim as well, and therefore we must embody
Na’aseh v’Nishma.

This capstone to the Seder rings appropriate,
because much of the Seder involves physical
action. When we say Kiddush at the beginning,
we concretize the sanctity of the evening, laying
down a marker of divinity, setting the tone. When
we eat the maror, we imbibe the slavery; when

continued on page 3 >>>



Torah Perspectives

>>> continued from front

Based upon the the nwaw v,
the w1 and correlated oopi0D,
there a significant message as
we head towards noo and the
season of renewal: Sometimes
those who encourage a new
project, host an inaugural event,
or simply share a kind word with
a stranger are recognized on the
“True Value Scale” as the su-
preme contributor. a

we eat the matzah, we
imbibe the freedom. We
bring it to life. When we
discuss and read about
the Exodus from Egypt,
our goal is to fulfill the ob-
ligation of liros et atzmo
— to see ourselves as
if we had gone through
there. By actualizing it,
doing it, it comes to life
and allows us to under-
stand it.

As Jews, we frequent-
ly adopt practices before
we have fully come to an
understanding of them.
How many Seder nights
did you experience be-
fore you came to an un-
derstanding of the beauty
and depth of the evening?
How many mitzvah did
we do by rote for years
before understanding the
beauty lying beneath the
surface? Whether that
was you as a child, or
you as a person engag-
ing in their baal teshuva
journey, the experience is
near universal. The action
comes prior to the under-
standing. Naaseh ven-
ishma. This is the theme
of the night. This is what
Dayenu is recognizing. a
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1 HOW DOES THiS SCENE
o, i g ol CONNECT TO THE PARSHA?

SEE PAGE 2 FOR THE ANSWER

KOLLEL DAVENING SCHEDULE:

SHACHRIS SUNDAY 8:15 AM  MON-FRI 8:00 AM

MINCHA SUNDAY 2:15 PM MON-THURS 4:45 PM

MAARIV 9:00 PM
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